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Mary Lavelle 5
From: John S Craycroft [craycroftdesign@mac.com]

Sent: Friday, Aprit 17, 2015 10:22 AM

To: Mary Lavelle

Subject: Public Parks and Naming at 450 Montague: Captain Calvin Valpey

Attachments: Captain Valpey Biography.pdf

To: Members of the Milpitas City Council

It has come to my attention from reading the minutes of the February 2 meeting of the Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Resources Commission that the City Council has been given four names for consideration
for the name of the proposed park at 450 Montague. It appears that this decision will be made at the
upcoming meeting on April 21. If this is the case and the decision has not yet been made, I would
suggest that the name of Captain Calvin Valpey would be an excellent choice.

Calvin Valpey was an early pioneer and developer in the area having captained the schooner “Eagle”
with 14 others, crew and passengers, from Nova Scotia to San Francisco in 1851. Sailing to
Sacramento, he tried his hand at gold mining, and was even called upon to chair vigilante meetings for a
time, but soon found his sailing skills with the trade in goods to be more profitable with Dixon/Warm
Springs landing as his base to provide miners coming in to the Mission San Jose area for supplies. In
1860 he was able to send for his family to come and bought a 400 acre ranch where he raised 6 children
and many grandchildren, with many descendants are still living in California. It is not well known but
quite some time ago the ridge behind his ranch stretching from Mission San Jose to the east of the City
of San Jose was named Valpey (sometimes spelled Valpe) Ridge, but no parks, streets or public places
appear to have been named for this prominent pioneer.

I am attaching a pdf file with additional information.

Thank you for your consideration of naming the park in his name.
John Craycroft
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Residence and Grounds of Valpey Ranch
with the Valpey Ridge in the background
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March 23, 2015

Honorable Mayor Jose Esteves and Members of City Council
City of Milpitas

455 East Calaveras Boulevard

Milpitas, California 95035

RE: Lennar’s Project Located at 400 and 450 Montague Expressway
Dear Mayor Esteves and Members of City Council:

On behalf of the Center for Creative Land Recycling (“CCLR”), a nonprofit organization
founded on the belief that intelligent, innovative land use is the key to ensuring a healthy
future for both communities and our environment, | am writing to strongly urge the City
Council to approve Lennar’s development project located at 400 and 450 Montague
Expressway. The transformation of this underutilized light industrial and brownfield site
into a transit-oriented residential development is exactly the type of development that
Bay Area cities should be encouraging.

CCLR, as the official Technical Assistance to Brownfields (“TAB”) provider to the federal
EPA Regions 2, 4, 9, and 10, provides workshops, technical assistance, research and
advocacy for changing brownfields and similarly derelict redevelopment sites into rational
economic choices for private sector investment (http://cclr.org/). Lennar’s 400 and 450
Montague Expressway project represents an exciting opportunity in continuing to bring
to life the City’s Transit Area Specific Plan (TASP).

CCLR has learned from its experience the difficult challenges that cities face in
redeveloping urban infill brownfield sites in today’s environment when public resources
are increasingly scarce. Incentivizing private investment by establishing clear
development guidelines, reliable ground rules, and working in cooperative partnership
with the development community are crucial tools for successful development.

Thus, CCLR strongly encourages the City Council of Milpitas to approve Lennar’s
development project at your April 21 hearing.

Sincerely,

re_ ez o

Evan Reeves, Policy Director

cc: Vice Mayor Carmen Montano
Councilmember Debbie Indihar Giordano
Councilmember Gary Barbadillo
Councilmember Marsha Grilli
Tom Williams, City Manager
Steven McHarris, Planning and Neighborhood Services Director
Shaunn Mendrin, Senior Planner
Kevin Ma, Lennar Multifamily Communities
Chad Kiltz, Lennar Homes
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